
The First Witnesses of the Risen Christ
(Matthew 28:1-10)



Matthew 28:1-10 focuses on transforming fear 
into joy through the reality of the resurrection. 
The empty tomb proves Jesus has conquered 
death, reversing the hopelessness of Friday, 

calling believers to move from fear to faith, and 
commissioning them to share the news that He 

is alive.



A Great Relief: Overcoming Fear (vs. 1-5)

•The Guards’ Fear vs. The Women’s Fear
•The Resurrection story is told by its effects on 

the people as they encountered the Resurrected 
Christ.

•The Resurrection means fear no longer has the 
final word.
• Fear monopolizes attention and paralyzes response



A Great Message (vs. 6-7)

•He is Risen: The core of the gospel is simple—
Jesus is not among the dead, He is ALIVE!

•Come and See: The angel invites them to examine 
the evidence, proving the resurrection is a 
historical reality, not a myth.

•Go and Tell: The first response to resurrection is to 
share it. 



A Great Reveal (vs. 8-10)

Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” They came up, 
took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him.



A Great Reveal: (vs. 8-10)
• Fear and Joy: They leave "with fear and great joy" (v. 8). It is 

the fear of holy awe mixed with the joy of a horrible Friday 
being redeemed.

• Jesus Meets Them: Jesus meets them on the road, affirming 
them. They grab his feet and worship him—He is physically 
present, not a ghost.

• "Do Not Be Afraid": Jesus repeats the angel's message. He is 
the author of peace. He redirects them to Galilee, the place 
of daily life, showing that the risen life is lived in our 
everyday world. 



Now What?

You cannot encounter the empty 
tomb and remain the same. The 

resurrection demands a response. We 
are called to be people who run to tell 

the story and to live as if death is 
defeated.
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