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Rediscovering What the Church Was Born to Be

The Church at Sardis
(Rev. 3:1 '6) ) First Baptist
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Sardis was a city with a great past. Once the
capital of Lydia, it was the home of the wealthy
King Croesus.

Once thought to be unconquerable, it had fallen
first to the Persians, then the Greeks, and finally
to the Romans.

« At the time of the Book of Revelation, Sardis was
a rich, but degenerate city.

7T
@ First Baptist
Church Dickson




Seven Spirits and Seven Stars (v.1)

Christ has the Seven Spirits of God and the Seven

Stars.

 Seven Spirits refer to the all-sufficiency of the
Holy Spirit. Seven is the number of completeness

- Seven Stars refer to the seven churches and their

angels/pastors

* The Holy Spirit gives life to the Church and that’s

@ exactly what Sardis needed.
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Reputed to be ALIVE, but DEAD

No words of commendation for Sardis. While they
had a reputation among men for being a strong
church, Christ revealed the truth.

* A truly vital and living church will always be
under attack from the enemy.

 Woe to you when all people speak well of you, for
this is the way their ancestors used to treat the
false prophets. (Luke 6:26)
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Reputed to be ALIVE, but DEAD

Sardis may have been the first church in history to
be accused of being “nominally Christian™.

 These people approach me with their speeches to
honor me with lip-service, yet their hearts are far
from me (lsaiah 29:13)

* ... holding to the form of godliness but denying its
power. Avoid these people... (2 Timothy 3:5)
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A Righteous Remedy (vs. 2-3)

 Be alert! Wake up!

» Strengthen what remains.
« Remember your heritage.
* Obey Christ’'s commands.
 Repent and Return to Him
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A ROBUST REMNANT (v.4)

* Arighteous remnant of committed believers can
strengthen what remains and is about to die.

* A dynamic minority of awakened and responsive
Christians is able by prayer, love, and witness
both to preserve a dying church from extinction

and fan its flame into a fire.
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The shortest road to REPENTANCE is REMEMBRANCE

« Remember what you have RECEIVED:
 God’s love, mercy, and grace
* His perfect salvation through Jesus
 The Presence of the Holy Spirit to lead, correct,
and instruct in the ways of Christ.
 Abundant and Eternal life
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