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Philadelphia was a city that was created to
spread Greek culture into the surrounding
region.

* The city had been rebuilt after it was destroyed
by an earthquake in 17 A.D.

» After the strong criticism of the Church at Sardis,
the letter to Philadelphia was one of almost
unqualified commendation.
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Jesus the “One and Only” (v.7)

Christ begins His letter to the Church at Philadelphia
by defining His identity.

« He is HOLY. Set apart from all of Creation. God in
human form.

« He is TRUE. He embodies TRUTH.
« He has the KEY of DAVID which speaks to His

authority over all things.
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An Open Door that can’t be Closed

This church had a vision to reach people with the

gospel and Jesus gave them an open door to do
SO.

* It is not the size or strength of a church that

determines its ministry, but faith in the call and
commands of the Lord.

e God’s commandments are God’s enablements
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Open Doors are not without Obstacles

The church had a great opportunity for spreading
the gospel, but they faced some challenges:

1. They were weak in status and influence.
2. The Jews in the city opposed them heavily.
3. There was the threat of future tribulation.

 Thunderclouds of trouble were forming, but the
church was encouraged to persevere.
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The Overcomer as a Pillar (v. 12)

Christ has the keys, He has opened the doors, and
Christ promises to make us as safe as pillars in
God’s Temple.

* Nothing can shake the one who stays strong and
boldly walks through the door of opportunity

 Overcomers will be permanently in the presence
of God with 3 names placed on them.

@ « Signed, Sealed, and Delivered! .
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In a very real sense, the Church today is like the
Philadelphian Church, for God has set many
open doors of opportunity. If He opens the
doors, we must work; if He closes a door, we
must wait. Above all, we must be faithful to Him
and see the opportunities, not the obstacles.

Warren Wiersbe
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