
The Church at Pergamum
(Rev. 2:12-17)



Back to the 
manufacturer’s 
original design 
specifications





Pergamum was the capital of the province. A 

seat of power for the Roman government. While 

not as economically prosperous and influential 

as Smyrna and Ephesus, it was an important 

outpost for Rome

• Had many temples and shrines to many gods.

• The center of emperor worship for the province

• I know where you live—where Satan’s throne is



Christ encourages the believers in Pergamum by 

telling them that He had a sharp, double-edged 

sword. (v.12)

• The Roman proconsul could persecute and even 

kill Christians, but Christ wielded the true power.

• He also warns that He would use His sword on 

believers that followed after false teachers (v.16).

Ultimate Power



Christ compliments the church for remaining 

strong in the face of intense persecution (v.13)

• While the synagogue of Satan in Smyrna was 

Jewish, the throne of Satan was pagan.

• The devil had used his stronghold to make the 

Christians’ lives miserable.

• Antipas had been martyred for his faith

A Persecuted Church



The Risen Lord calls out some of the believers in 

Pergamum for following false teachings like those of 

Balaam in the O.T. and those of the Nicolaitans

• At the heart of His rebuke is a call to holy living 

and sexual purity.

• Hedonism and sexual immorality are still rampant 

in our churches today.

A Disturbing Criticism (vs. 14-15)



• Christ call for the believers in Pergamum to gain 

victory over error and false teaching through 

repentance and returning to the truth.

• The weapon was God’s Word and THE WORD—

Jesus.

• God’s word pricks our conscience, wounds our 

prideful attitudes, cuts away our hidden sin, and 

kills false doctrine

Christ’s Command to Repent (v.16)



• Hidden Manna

• Just as God’s people were fed by manna in the 

wilderness, so today we’re are fed by the 

“Bread of Life”

• It also looks beyond to the heavenly feast . . .

• A white stone with a new name

• Possessing a stone with a new name certifies 

that our admission to heaven is absolutely sure

Christ’s Promise to the Faithful (v.17)
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