
LIFE POINT
God helps people 
know what to do.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Why do you ask questions? To solve mysteries? To discover what to do next? 
Good questions help us find truth and direction. Let’s approach this Bible 
story with questions to learn what God is teaching us and what we should do.

The people of Jericho proved to be a formidable foe as the Israelites 
conquered Canaan. Inhabitants reinforced the city because of the Israelites. 
Did the inhabitants see the Israelites conquer other cities? Did they know 
that God was responsible for Israel’s victories? Or what?

God presented an unusual battle plan. Was this because no other city 
had been this fortified? Was it because the Israelites had so many victories 
they were trusting in their own power? Or what?

God instructed the Israelites to walk around the city with warriors for six 
days. Why might God have ordered them to walk so many times? Was it to 
intimidate the inhabitants? Was it to confuse? To distract? Or what?

On the seventh day God instructed the Israelites to march around the 
city seven times while the priests blew trumpets. At a prolonged blast the 
people were to shout and then rush the city when the walls collapsed. Why 
did God order a change of plans on the seventh day? Did something inside 
the city walls change? Or what?

God expects people to obey, respect, and honor Him. How can you tell 
what God is instructing you to do? In what ways are you obeying, respecting, 
and honoring God?

If your group of preschoolers dramatized this Bible story, how long could 
they keep from uttering words? Let them march, trumpet, and rejoice! 

JOSHUA AND JERICHO

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God tells me to do what He 
says.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Joshua 6:1-21

WEEKLY VERSE
Love God and always 
do what He says. 
Deuteronomy 30:20

UNIT VERSE
Love God and always 
do what He says. 
Deuteronomy 30:20

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
September 13

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.12     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  2
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 › Pack Items 14, 17: 
“Weekly Verses,” “Road 
Signs”

 › Teaching Picture 2

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, dry erase board, 
dry erase markers

 › Place the marker in 
the Bible at the Weekly 
Verse.

JOSHUA AND JERICHO
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move and obey road signs. Choose road signs. Suggest preschoolers 
pretend to be cars and move around the classroom. Instruct children 
to obey when a road sign is displayed. Show signs and lead children to 
follow the signs. Say that road signs help drivers to know what to do.
 ʹ Talk about listening to God. Guide children to talk about ways God tells 
people what to do. Say that the Bible tells people what to do. Comment 
that parents and teachers also help children know what to do.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Invite children to listen to today’s Bible story to hear 
how Joshua obeyed God’s plan and led the people. Tell the story with a 
Bible in your lap.

JOSHUA AND JERICHO
—Based on Joshua 6:1-21

God promised to give Jericho, a city with strong walls, to the 
Israelites. God told Joshua what the people should do.

Joshua told the people about God’s plan. The people listened and 
obeyed. God said the people should walk around Jericho once a 
day for six days. Soldiers went first. Seven priests with trumpets 
followed. Priests carried the ark of the covenant next. (The ark of the 
covenant was a chest with the Ten Commandments. This reminded 
the Israelites that God was with them.) Guards followed the ark 
around the city.

Joshua said, “Do not speak until I say, ‘Shout!’ ” The people marched 
around the city once, then camped outside the wall. For six days, 
they marched around the city like God said.

On the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times. 
The priests blew the trumpets. Joshua said, “Shout!”

The people shouted. The trumpets blew. The wall fell down! The 
people captured the city. They gave all the silver, gold, bronze, and 
iron in the city to the priests for God’s work.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Print the letter J on the dry erase board. Make 
the sound a J makes. Ask children to think of words that begin with 
the J sound and print them on the board. When Joshua and Jericho 
are mentioned, show the Teaching Picture and recall the Bible story. 
Comment that God helped the people know what to do.
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse. Open the Bible to the marker at the Weekly 
Verse and read it. Remind children that when the people shouted, the 
walls fell. Shout the verse a few times. Mention that because Joshua did 
what God said, the walls around Jericho came down. Say the Life Point. 
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for helping people to know what to do.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “Joshua and Jericho” video. Sing “Love God and 
Do What He Says.”

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Bible, pencils, washable 
stamp pads, plastic 
interlocking bricks, 
paper, cleaning wipes

 › Pack Items 14, 18: 
“Weekly Verses,” “Unit 1 
Verse Puzzle”

 › Music

 › Bible, index cards, 
markers, other puzzles 
depicting Bible stories, 
scissors

 › Pack Item 19: “Where Is 
It? Cards”

 › Teaching Picture 2

 › Bible, gift bag, beanbags, 
box

STAMP BRICK DESIGNS
 ʹ Work the Activity Page and mention that God told the people how to 
march around the city.
 ʹ Talk more about the Bible story. Look at the picture on the back of the 
Activity Page.
 ʹ Suggest boys and girls stamp brick designs. Show them how to press 
the interlocking bricks into the stamp pad and then onto their paper. 
Encourage children to make different designs by stamping different 
sides of the bricks.
 ʹ Say the Life Point and remind children that Joshua listened to God and 
did what He said to do. Say that the tall walls of the city fell down when 
Joshua and the people did what God said to do.
 ʹ Comment that God also helps people now to know what to do.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Deuteronomy 30:20 and read it. Offer to print the 
verse on the child’s stamped design. (Art)

WORK A UNIT VERSE PUZZLE
Cut out the puzzle pieces.

 ʹ Play “Love God and Do What He Says.” 
 ʹ Ask a child to help locate Deuteronomy, the fifth book of the Bible. Find 
chapter 30 and verse 20. Read the verse. Place the marker in the Bible.
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to work the verse puzzle, matching shapes to 
determine how the pieces fit together. Repeat the verse a few times.
 ʹ Print the words of the verse on index cards and challenge an older 
preschooler to copy the verse.
 ʹ Say the Life Point and mention that God helped Joshua and the 
Israelites know what to do.
 ʹ Lead the children to work other puzzles. (Puzzles)

PLAY A GAME
Separate the cards and place in a gift bag. 

 ʹ Mention that words called prepositions help us know where things go. 
 ʹ Invite a child to select a card from the bag. Show the card and read the 
word. Suggest a child use the box and arrange the beanbags as shown 
on the card.
 ʹ When the “around” card is chosen, show the Teaching Picture. Point out 
that the people marched around the city one time a day for six days and 
then seven times on the seventh day.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Joshua 6 and show children the place in the Bible 
where we can read about how the walls of Jerusalem fell.
 ʹ Expand the game by encouraging a child to create his own arrangement 
with the box and beanbags. Choose a word that represents his 
arrangement. (Games)
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LIFE POINT God helps people know what to do.

 › Pack Item 22: “Book: The 
TALL Book of Opposites”

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Bible, graham crackers, 
frosting, paper plates, 
napkins, craft sticks, 
hand sanitizer

Post the Allergy Alert.

 › Pack Items 20, 21: 
“Family Stand-up 
Figures,” “Backdrops” 
(home)

 › Bible, blocks, tape, 
scissors

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions”

 › Flat sheets, tables, 
chairs, any available 
camping items, backpack 
with Bible inside

 › Printables: “Joshua and 
Jericho” Coloring Page

 › Crayons, brass 
instrumental music

BUILD A WALL SNACK
 ʹ Clean hands. Give a child four graham cracker squares. Add some 
frosting to a child’s plate. Guide him to spread the frosting on the edge 
of the crackers and build a structure.
 ʹ Mention that the city of Jericho had tall walls all around it. Remind 
children that God told Joshua what to do so the walls would fall.
 ʹ Find the Weekly Verse in the Bible and comment that Joshua loved God 
and did what He said. Say that God tells us to do what He says.
 ʹ Read the book and find pairs of opposites that relate to today’s Bible 
story. (Nature)

PLAY OUT A FAMILY
Cut out the family figures and tape to blocks for support.

 ʹ Show the family members to the children. Prop up the backdrop to show 
the home’s interior.
 ʹ Guide children to play out family situations. Remark that God wants 
children to obey their parents so they can learn how to obey Him.
 ʹ Open the Bible to the Weekly Verse and read it a few times. Comment 
that God helps people know what to do. (Blocks) 

PRETEND TO CAMP
 ʹ Mention that Joshua and the Israelites lived in tents during the time they 
were walking around Jericho.
 ʹ Invite the preschoolers to create tents by spreading the sheets over 
tables or chairs. Suggest children pretend to camp using available items.
 ʹ Open the Bible and find Joshua’s name. Point to the name and talk 
about the Bible story.
 ʹ Say the Life Point. Say that God helps people know what to do. Say that 
missionaries listen to God and know that He wants them to go to other 
cities or countries and tell about Jesus.
 ʹ Look at the pictures and talk about the church planting work in Utah.
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to pray for missionaries. (Dramatic Play)

LISTEN TO TRUMPETS
 ʹ Play brass instrumental music or trumpet fanfares. Mention that God told 
Joshua that when the men blew their trumpets, the walls around Jericho 
would crumble. 
 ʹ Recall the Bible story as boys and girls color the page.
 ʹ Repeat the Life Point a few times.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Encourage preschoolers to walk around the room like the Israelites did 
as they tidy up the classroom.
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