
Journey to Jerusalem
(Luke 9:51)



Jesus Shifts the Focus of His 

Ministry 

•To this point, He has been concerned 

with revealing Himself to the world.

•After 9:51 the focus becomes Jesus’ 

journey to the Cross.

•Not a “point to point” journey, but a 

change of focus.



What does the verse say?

• Jesus knows His ministry is moving 

toward its close.

• taken up refers to events leading to His 

Ascension

• Determined (steadfastly set) comes from 

Isaiah 50:6-7

• His resolve anticipates strong opposition.



What does the verse say?

Evil was not forced on Jesus; He saw it 

coming and went to meet it. (John 10:17-18)

• A clear vision of the Father’s will

• An understanding of the suffering He 

would bear

• A firm resolution to meet it without 

flinching



Why did Jesus set his face?

•Because of the pull of the world

–Some would have made Him a King

• Because of the persuasion of His friends

–Peter rebuked Him

–His family tried to discourage Him

• Sometimes distractors and 

discouragers can be well-meaning.



Why did Jesus set his face?

•Because of discouragement:

1. He would be betrayed by one of “His own”

2. His closest followers would forsake Him and   

flee 

3. His own people would conspire to put Him 

to death



How can we imitate Christ’s resolve? 

• Make God’s glory our purpose

• Allow His Word to be our guide for life

• Learn the joy of “trustful obedience”

• The hard choice is not always popular

• The best decision is not always the easy one



Walking in step with Jesus

The world behind me, 

the cross before me;
No turning back, 

no turning back. 
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