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Only the Head of the Church can inspect each church
and know its true condition, because He sees the
internals, not just the externals.

The Ephesian Church had been blessed with stellar
pastors in its history: Paul, Timothy, and most likely
John.

» Past success and faithfulness is no guarantee of
success in the present or the future.
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Three Reasons for Commendation

The church’s DEEDS: The Ephesian Church was
busy and hard-working.

Its ENDURANCE: The Ephesian Church had faced
external opposition

Its ORTHODOXY: They had resisted false teaching
and remained doctrinally pure
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You all live according to the truth, and no
heresy has a home among you. Indeed, you do
not so much as listen to anyone if they speak of
anything except concerning Jesus Christ in

truth.
Bishop Ignatius of Antioch

 The members were busy in their service, patient
in their sufferings, and orthodox in their beliefs.
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An Unsettling Accusation

This busy, sacrificing, and separated church was
suffering from heart trouble.

« WHAT we do for the Lord is important, but so is
WHY we do it

 They were so busy with separation that they
neglected adoration.

« Labor is no substitute for love
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An Unsettling Accusation

« We cannot be a truly LIVING church until we are a

LOVING church.

 Work for the Lord can become drudgery when is

not a labor of love. (Genesis 29:20)

« Again and again the N.T. reiterates its emphasis

on the preeminence of LOVE
* Greater than knowledge (I Cor. 8:1-3)
» Greater than faith or hope (I Cor. 13:13)
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A Compelling Command

REMEMBER: “keep on remembering” and cultivate a
constant desire for close communion with Christ

once again.

REPENT: metanoeo has two parts, meta and noeo.

(noeo) refers to the mind, thoughts and perceptions.
(meta) means movement or change. The word
means much more than a change of mind, but is a
complete change of heart, attitude, and direction.
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A Compelling Command

RETURN: “do the works you did at first”
Having abandoned their first love, they must go
back to it.

* Drudgery will become joy again.

* Rule-following will be replaced with purity fueled
by passion.

* Love will transform their relationships
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A Solemn Warning

I will come to you and remove your lampstand from
its place, unless you repent. A church that loses its
first love is in danger of losing its light, no matter
how doctrinally pure or hard-working it may be.

 The church that conquers and the individual who
overcomes are those who love Christ
passionately with an undying and constant “first
love”
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