
A Bump in the Road
(Luke 9:52-56)



A Bump in the Road

•The Samaritan village refused to 
receive Jesus and His disciples.

•They wanted nothing to do with His 
mission or its ultimate end.

•Samaria would later respond more 
positively to the gospel (Acts 8).



Another Theme of Luke 9 is the 
Lack of Love shown by the Disciples

•Toward each other (46-48)

•Toward other followers of Jesus (49-50)

•Toward those who don’t believe (52-56)



A Vindictive Response

•James and John ask for permission to 
call down fire from Heaven.

•As Jews, they had a native-born 
animosity toward Samaritans.

• It is easy to focus on the things that 
divide us.



A Stinging Rebuke

The Disciples not only failed to 
understand Jesus’ teaching about His 
Passion, but also His ethical teaching as 
well.

•He rebuked their misconceptions about 
authority and power.



A Stinging Rebuke

•Jesus made it clear that vengeance was 
NOT an option for His disciples.

•He had already given them clear 
instructions on how to deal with 
rejection.

•Unfortunately, we are often led by our 
emotions rather by God’s clear 
direction.



A Clear Mandate

James and John had forgotten the recent 
words of Jesus (9:1-6)

•When on mission, accept the hospitality 
extended to you.

• If none is offered, shake the dust off and 
move on.

•Love your enemies . . . (6:27-36)



A Clear Mandate

Humanity in its sinfulness wants to call 
down fire on those who reject Jesus but, 
because of His holiness, God is far more 
patient (2 Peter 3:9)

Jesus knew that the time of judgment 
would be in the future and is God’s 
prerogative alone. 

Jesus’ mission was not to destroy, but to 
transform and heal.
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