Dead to the world – 1 John 3:1
Focal Truth: Believers are dead to the world – unknown to the world 
Observations 
1. Believers are God’s children in the world – 3:1 
See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God, and such we are…  
a. Believers are born again in the world– God is our Father – You must be born again – from above
b. Believers become children of God when they trust in Jesus Christ in the world
John 1:12 -13 – but as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor the will of the flesh nor the will of man, but of God
c. Believers live as God’s children in the world – “such we are”
God’s children love God not the world 
God’s children resist worldliness 
God’s children live like Jesus Christ in the world 
God’s children pray to the heavenly Father
God’s children do good in the world 
God’s children glorify God in the world not themselves
	1 John 3:10 – by this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious,
 	who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his 
	brother  
2. The world does not recognize believers as God’s children in the world – 3:1 
For this reason the world does not know us… 
a. The world does not know believers to be children of God
Know = to recognize, to have a knowledge and understanding
b. The world does not believe in Jesus Christ & the new birth nor the new creation
c. The world does not value the new birth that produces the children of God
d. The world does not recognize the spiritual change of the new birth
e. The world ignores the believer the child of God
f. The world does not accept the testimony of God’s children
g. The world hates the differences between God’s children & the world  
John 15:18 – if the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it has hated you
1 John 2:13 – do not be surprised if the world hates you 
a. Believers are in the world but not of the world – John 15:19 – if you were of the world, the world would love its own, but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you 
b. Believers are hated for being different than the world – John 15:20 – if they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you
c. Believers are hated for believing & living for Jesus Christ in the world - Luke 21:17 – you will be hated by all because of My name
d. Believers are hated because we live by God’s word not the worlds lies – John 17:14 – I have given they Your word and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world 




3. The world does not know Jesus Christ – 3:1
because it did not know Him
a. The Lord Jesus is rejected by the world as unimportant - John 1:10 – 11 - He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know him. He came to his own and those who were His own did not receive Him 
b. The world rejects Jesus Christ in unbelief– 1 John 4:3 – every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God, this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world 
2 John 1:7 – for many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist
c. The world refuses to hear the words of Jesus Christ – John 8:43 – why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word
d. The world is devilish & living by the desires of the devil, rejecting the truths of Jesus Christ
John 8:44 – you are of your Father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your Father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies
Things to Remember
1. Believers are born again children of God no longer children of the devil 
2. Children of God are loved by God in a hating world! 
3. God knows His children even though they are unknown to the world – Gal. 4:9
4. The worlds hatred for the Lord Jesus Christ is universal & generational 
Daily Use 
1. Live as dead to the hatred of the world as believers in Jesus Christ 
2. Love God not the world who hates the Lord Jesus Christ & His church 
3. Expect – celebrate when the world hates you because you are a follower of Jesus Christ!
