Persisting in Pressure 
 Time in the Word - Persisting when misunderstood
Col. 3:12 -13
So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone, just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. – NASB
Since God chose you to be holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowances for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. – NLT
1. All of us have been misunderstood in our actions toward others 
a. Our words were misunderstood
b. Our service was misunderstood 
2. All of us have misunderstood the actions of others toward us
a. Their words were misunderstood
b. Their service was misunderstood 
3. There is nothing that causes greater strains on relationships than unresolved misunderstanding with others 
The fact is that throughout life we will face hurt feelings, harsh words and misunderstanding in relationships
a. Marriage
b. Children
c. Co – Workers 
d. Friends 
What is the solution to resolving life’s misunderstandings? How do we persist in our relationships when misunderstanding has come? 
Hear it 
1.  Remember that God has saved you made you a new person in Christ – 3:12 
a. Because God has chosen you – chosen of God
b. Because God has made you holy – holy 
c. Because God loves you – beloved  
2. Act like a believer in Christ toward those who have disappointed you – Col. 3:12
a. Put on the graces of a Christian – like clothing 
b. Be compassionate – deeply feel the someone else’s condition
c. Be kind – meet needs without harshness 
d. Be humble – rely on God not yourself 
e. Be gentle – power under control – like a horse that is broken before ridden
f. Be patient – waiting on others without excessive anger or quick action
3. Forgive others as you have been forgiven – Col. 3:13 
a. Make allowances for others – give them room to disappoint you 
b. Forgive others as you have been forgiven 	
Believe it – will you believe these truths? They will help you persist – endure in misunderstandings! 

Live it – will you practice these truths in your relationships? Who do you need to practice these truths with? Today who do you need to show compassion, kindness, in humble, gentle patience? 

