
God Directs Our Lives

Ruth 2



Ruth 2:1-3; 19-20; Prov. 16:9

Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, 

a man of great wealth, of the family 

of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And 

Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let 

me go to the field and glean among the ears of 

grain after one in whose sight I may find favor.” 

And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So 

she departed and went and gleaned in the 

field after the reapers; and she happened to 

come to the portion of the field belonging to 

Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

Ruth 2:1-3



Her mother-in-law then said to her, “Where did 
you glean today and where did you work? May 
he who took notice of you be blessed.” So she 
told her mother-in-law with whom she had 
worked and said, “The name of the man with 
whom I worked today is Boaz.” 20 Naomi said 
to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed of 
the LORD who has not withdrawn His kindness 
to the living and to the dead.” Again Naomi 
said to her, “The man is our relative, he is one 
of our closest relatives.”    Ruth 2:19-20

The mind of man plans his way, but the LORD

directs his steps.    Proverbs 16:9



1. Ruth planned to gather grain in a 

stranger’s harvest field, BUT GOD

directed her to a family relative’s 

harvest field.

So she departed and went and gleaned in the 

field after the reapers; and she happened to 

come to the portion of the field belonging to 

Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

Ruth 2:3



2. Boaz planned to guide his harvest 

workers, BUT GOD directed him to 

care for Ruth, the daughter-in-law 

of Naomi.

Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and 

said to the reapers, “May the LORD be with 

you.” And they said to him, “May the LORD

bless you.”  5 Then Boaz said to his servant 

who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose 

young woman is this?”

Ruth 2:4-5



3. Ruth planned to be the family 

provider for Naomi, BUT GOD

directed Boaz to be the family 

provider for Naomi and Ruth.

Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen carefully, my 

daughter. Do not go to glean in another field; 

furthermore, do not go on from this one, but 

stay here with my maids.” 

Ruth 2:8



When God directs, He uses man’s 

plans for His purposes.

When God directs, He uses people for 

His purposes.

When God directs, He surprises 

people and their plans.




